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NASA Signs Joint Statement of Intent with the Vietnam Academy of Science and Technology

HANOI, December 5, 2011 — Michael O’Brien, Associate Administrator for International and Interagency
Relations for the National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA), is visiting Hanoi and Ho Chi
Minh City on December 5-6. This is the first visit of a NASA senior official to Vietnam.

On NASA’s behalf, O’Brien signed a Joint Statement of Intent for Cooperation in Civil Space Activities
with the Vietnam Academy of Science and Technology (VAST) on December 5. The Statement of Intent is
an acknowledgement of strong bilateral interest in cooperation on space-based research, including Earth
science, weather research, remote sensing, and educational activities.

“NASA and VAST have held multiple discussions in recent years focused on building a strong relationship
in the area of space and science,” O’Brien said. “The signing of this Statement of Intent is the next step in
developing substantive collaboration between our two agencies and NASA looks forward to future
cooperation with Vietnam in a variety of areas.”

According to the Statement of Intent, “Cooperation in Earth science, including the utilization of ground-
based networks, airborne missions and space-based technology, can contribute to a better understanding of
the Earth system, its changing global dynamics, and the impact of human activity on the environment.”

NASA currently collaborates with Vietnamese scientists via the AERONET program, a global ground-
based measurement network that provides long-term, continuous data on aerosols in the atmosphere to
strengthen understanding of the Earth’s climate and climate change. During this visit, NASA and VAST
discussed potential future collaborations, including the Southeast Asia Composition, Cloud, Climate
Coupling Regional Study (SEAC4RS), a planned fall 2012 project involving air-based measurements to
study the effects of aerosol emissions on cloud formation, climate, and air quality in Southeast Asia; and the
GLOBE program for student education in environmental science.
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THONG CAO BAO CHI:

NASA, Vién Khoa hoc va Cong nghé Viét Nam ky Tuyén bd chung vé Y dinh hop tac

Ha Ni, Viét Nam, 5/12/2011 — Ong Michael F. O’Brien, Phé Giam ddc phy trach cac quan hé quic té va
quan hé lién t6 chirc ciia Co quan Hang khong va Vi tru Quéc gia Hoa Ky (NASA) dang thim va lam viéc
tai Ha Noi va thanh phd HO Chi Minh tir 5-6/12. Day 14 chuyén thim dau tién ciia mét quan chirc cip cao
ctia NASA dén Viét Nam.

Thay mit NASA, dng O'Brien da ky Tuyén bd chung vé Y dinh hop tac trong Hoat dong Vi tru Dan dung
voi Vién Khoa hoc va Cong ngh¢ Viét Nam (VAST) vao ngay 5/12. Tuyén bd chung v& Y dinh 1a mot su
c6ng nhan vé loi ich song phuong manh mg trong hop tac vé nghién ctru lién quan dén vii tru, bao gdbm
khoa hoc tréi dat, nghién ctru thoi tiét, cam bién tir xa, va cac hoat dong gido duc.

“NASA va VAST d4 6 chire nhidu cudc thao luan trong nhitng ndm gan day tip trung vao xay dung mot
m01 | quan h¢ manh mé trong linh vire vii try va khoa hoc”, 6ng O'Brien noi. “Viéc ky két Tuyén bd chung
vé& Y dinh nay 12 budc tiép theo trong viéc phét trién sy hop tac thuc chét gitra hai co quan ching ta va
NASA mong hop tic trong tuwong lai véi Viét Nam trong nhiéu [inh virc".

Theo Tuyén b6 chung vé Y dinh, “Hop tac trong khoa hoc trai dat, bao gdm viéc sir dung C&c mang ludi
trén mat dat, CaC hoat dong trén khong va cong ngh¢ lién quan dén vii try, c6 thé gop phéan tao nén su hiéu
biét tot hon vé hé thong Tréi dat, vé vat 1y dia cau dang thay doi, va tic dong ciia hoat dong ctia con ngudi
dén méi truong”.

NASA hién dang hgp tac véi cac nha khoa hoc Viét Nam thong qua chuong trinh AERONET, mét mang
lu6i do luong toan cau dit trén mit dat cung cap dit liéu dai han, lién tuc vé cAc chét duge phun, thai vao khi
quyén nham ting cuong su hiéu biét vé khi hau trai dat va su bién doi khi hau. Trong chuyén thim nay,
NASA va VAST da thao luan vé nhiing sw hop tic tiém ning trong twong lai, bao gdm hop tac nghién ctru
khu vire vé Két cau, May, Khi hau ctia khu vuc Dong Nam A (SEAC4RS), mét dir an duoc 1én ké hoach
cho muia thu ndm 2012 lién quan dén cong tic do dac trén khong dé nghién ctru nhimg anh hudng ciia viée
phét thai cac chét ddi véi sy hinh thanh may, khi hau, va chat luong khong khi & khu vie Pong Nam A va
chuong trinh GLOBE danh cho gido duc sinh vién khoa hoc moéi truong .

(hét thong céo)



